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man, Pastor Paul’'s Mission gave away 48,000 pounds of spuds Tuesday.

S1ar Tribune Photo by Darkere Plater
Volunteers Henry Lanners grabs a sack of potatoes and Lawrence Klawitter waits, and Paul Arnopoulos Is hidden behind a sack he is loading for a

At right, Klawitter makes fifting the 100-pound sack look easy.

Mission possible: Feeding area families

By Darlene Pfister
Star Tribuene Staff Wriser

Sacks of potatoes were tossed out of Pas-
tor Panl’s Mission at the rate of 13,714
pounds an hour Toesday

Volunteers ook only 344 hours to give
awiy AR000 pounds of potatoes 1o folks
whao lined up for them. The mission, at 1000
Oliver Av. N, distributes food 1o an esti-
mated 40,000 people each month

I hat number is about 25 percent higher
than last year, aceonding to Pastor Paul
Arnnpoulos, who las been serving the com
sty we this way lor more than 17 years.

“Ihere’s alot of coonomic uncertainty
these days,” he said. “Peopleare bring laid
olf, o trying 1o ranse a Family on minimaem

wage, and not quite able to make ends
mect. That's where we come in.”

Jeanine Arnopoulos said, “1t [the num-
ber of families the mission seryes| has just
grown by leaps and hounds since October
of last year. " She is the mission’s adminis-
trator and the pastor’s wife. “We went [rom
6,700 families in October (o 7,344 families
today. IV's tough going out there."

'he mission operates a grocery shell five
days a week, serving families, seniors and
those with disabilitics. Each family is
allowed 140 pounds of food momrﬂy. That
inchudes staples, canned goods, fruit, veg-
etables, bread and meat. The majority of
the mission's families ave single women
with children; nearly 15,000 children bene-
fit from its grocery shelf, Jeanine Amopou

fos said.

“We serve a large and diverse population
from all over the metropolitan area,” she
said. More than 900 registered families are
from St. Paul, she said, and the mission has
seen a significant increase in Russian and
other Eastern European immigrants recent
ly.

It also sponsors a public food giveaway
of mostly perishable food every Thursday
from 1 to 3 p.m. The mission estimates that
it distributed 10 million pounds of food to
the communmity last year,

New registrations lor the grocery shelf
are taken at the mission every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday lrom 9230 to 11 am
Those wishing to donate time or imoney
may call 521-4665



